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the sculptures, resulted. The impetus then imparted continued
under his successor, the late N. G. Majumdar; and to-day this un-
rivalled collection of Indian antiquities, illustrating the various
phases of Indian culture, is presented in the most logical and attrac-
tive form to scholar and to layman. Since 1912 the collection has
been enriched by purchases made from the Survey's annual grant
and by the results of excavations and expeditions carried out by its
officers. These include seals from Basarh; antiquities from Central
Asia, obtained by Sir Aurel Stein during his first Central Asian Ex-
pedition; those found by Dr. Francke in Western Tibet; other
antiquities from the excavations at Taxila, Mohenjo-Daro and Nal;
the Pearse collection of engraved gems, jewels and coins; and
mediaeval sculptures from Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.

The exhibits are displayed in the entrance hall and in six
galleries. The former contains rare specimens of Mauryan and
Sunga sculpture; in the gallery to the south are exhibited part of the
Bharhut railing and one of the four gateways of the stupa. Beyond
this room is the Gandhara gallery, with a large and representative
collection of Gandhara sculptures. Further south is the New Hall,
devoted mainly to prehistoric relics, and here are shown the remark-
able series of antiquities from the Piprahwa Stupa of the third cen-
tury B.C., the large stone coffer in which they were found, and some
Nepalese, Tibetan and South Indian bronzes and lithic inscriptions.

Adjoining this gallery is the Coin Room, containing one of the
largest collections of Indian coins in the world, as well as gems, gold
jewellery, the Emperor Shah Jahan's jewels and some copper plates.

Arranged chronologically in another gallery are sculptures from
Muttra, Amaravati, Bhumara, Sarnath, Bihar and Bengal, illus-
trating the history of Indian sculpture from the second to the thir-
teenth century A.D.; a fine collection of mediaeval Orissan sculpture
is displayed in the adjoining corridors.